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'The tussle between the
L Union HRD Ministry and
{[T-Kharag'pur over whistle-
blower Prot Rajeev Kumar has
taken a new turn,
i' The Ministry has sought
the Central Vigilance
‘Commission’s (CVC) advice
‘after IIT-Kharagpur refused
o place the procedural matter
of -allegations against Kumar
before the Visitor (President of
India) for a review.

It finally responded, after
Your months, saying an inquiry
had already been conducted
ﬁlé‘ainst the whistleblower and

e report submitted to the II'T-

Kharagpur director.

»Ihis is the first instance
when the HRD Ministry has
intervened in suspension of a
staff, since ITTs are governed by
their Council. In October last
year, the Ministry focused on
two specific issues — Kumar’s
Suspension review and placing
the inquiry report before the
“teviewing authority (that is, the
IIT Visitor).
™" ‘Rules say suspension is
not valid if not extended with-
“in'90 days. However, based of
‘the inquiry report, IIT-
'Kharagpur will now go ahead
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IT-Kharagpur has
refused to place
procedural matter of
allegations against
Rajeev Kumar
before the Visitor
{President of India)
for a review
L s e S e DR LT
with action against Kumar, a
professor in the computer sci-
ence and engineering depart-

ment,

The HRD Ministry had
asked ITT-Kharagpur to review
Kumar’s suspension and
inform the Visitor as per
Central Civil Services (CCA)
Rules. Rules further specify
that proceedings should be
stayed till a decision is taken by
the President.

However, in complete defi-
ance, IIT told the Ministry that

HRD Ministry seeks CVC advice
T action against professor

the inquiry report had been
submitted to the director of
IIT-Kharagpur, thus prompting
initiation of action against
Kumar.

IIT-Kharagpur had sus-
pended Kumar on May 13,
2011, on charges of misrepre-
senting and de%aming the insti-
tute. Other charges against
him were mass copying, mis-
representing facts of irregular
laptop purchase, defaming
institute officials, pressurising
and preventing them from dis-
charging their duties, threat-
ening the dean and accessin
media for his personal gain an
to malign the institution,

The director had appoint-
ed retired judge Ronojit Mitra
in April 2011, as chairman of
a one-man “Standing” Inquiry
Committee for all disciplinary
cases against faculty and offi-
cers of the institute, Out of the
five sittings, four were held on
days when Kumar was appear-
ing in person in Calcutta High
Court in a matter related to the
IIT whistleblower case.

The joint (consultative)
meeting of IIT-Kharagpur on
January 28, 2013, stated, “The
director said the inquiry report
in respect of Prof Rajeev Kumar
has been received and the nec-
essary actlon will be initiated.”
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690 more papers by varsities
after access to online journals

INCREASING RESEARCH The 50 universities produced 18,907 more publications in 2005-2009

Snehal Rebello
msnchalrebelo@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAL: Indian universities,

including the University of

Mumbai, finally seem to be mak-
ing headway after lagging in the
number of research publications
in national and international
journals, new data hasrevealed.

Data sourced from the
Institute of Scientific Information
(ISI), Thomson Press at
Philapdelphia, an international
research plnu'onn. has found that
there has been more than 75%
increase in the number of
research publications from 50
Indian universities between 2005
and 2009 as compared to the
previous five years (2000 to
2004), These 50 Indian univer-
sities were among the first phase
to gain electronic access to high
quality national and international
academic journals as part of the

The 50 varsities

were given access
to online academic
journals in 2004.
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Consortium since 2004.

The number of research pub-
lications by the 50 universities
between 2005 and 2009 rose to
43,768 as against 24, 861 from
2000-2004,

A three-member team from
the Information and Library
Network Centreat Ahmedabad
and the Inter-University Centre

Pune, used found that research
output is significantly higher in
science as against social science
and arts and humanities,
“There is a 76.05% increase
in cumulative number of arti-
cles in the last block of five
years in comparison tothe pre-
vious block, amounting to a
cumulative increase in research

period of 35 years from 1975 to
2009, “ the team’s research
paper stated.

“Today, research culture in
the universities is better with
ility of providing electronic
s to literature. Students
and faculty can now consult lit-
erature on the subject from insti-
tutes across the world,” said

Information and Library
Network Centre, Ahmedabad
and co-author of the paper. The
paper ‘Impact of access to e-
resources through the UGC-
INFONET Digital Library
Consortium on researc| huulpul
of member universities’ is pub-
lished the latest issue of Current
Science by the Indian Academy

UGC-INFONET Digital Library  for Astronomy and Astrophysics,  productivity of 163.22% over a  Jagdish  Arora, director, of Sciences, Bangalore.
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